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Orchid Fools Day! 

MPOS  April Program 

CCOS  April Program 

For our April Program, we are going to do something 

we have not done 

before:  Orchid Bin-

go.  The person 

who yells Bingo 

wins an orchid 

plant.  If anyone 

has an orchid that 

you want to pass 

on, you can bring it 

in and add it to the 

game prizes.  We 

will also get a box 

of orchids from Hawaii of the sort we get for the holi-

days.  Everyone will get one free card.  You will have to 

purchase additional cards for a small fee (yet to be de-

termined).  So come play!  ~ Lisa Borgerson 

The April program will be "The Likeable Lycaste" pre-

sented by Susan Wilson. Many of you know Susan as 

an AOS judge and a 

very knowledgeable 

grower. Lycaste is a 

genus of orchids we 

seldom see on our 

show tables. Susan will 

be able to give us some 

culture tips for both the 

cool-growing beauties 

and some warm-

growing types for under 

lights. We will also try a 

Lycaste growing chal-

lenge with some seed-

lings from Lehua Orchids for sale (around $15 each). 

I'm excited to learn something new.  ~ Tom Valente 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These are a few of 

the beautiful       

displays from the 

show. So many 

pictures and not 

nearly enough 

space!  Photos 

courtesy of Mike 

Ayres 

April  2017 

We appreciated Tom Valente sharing with us last 

month the details of what makes up a successful orchid 

society show, which included details of proper groom-

ing, how to properly register your plants, a few details 

about judging and ribbon clerking, etc.  The total pack-

age takes a lot of effort by a group of society members 

in order to be a success.  We're hoping that some of 

our new members get the opportunity to join in the fun 

and gain some valuable experiences with those of us 

who've been at it for awhile.   ~ Mike Ayres 

CCOS March Meeting 

Lycaste Dainty 

CCOS Display Liana Webbôs Display 

Phyllis and Ron 

Wolf  and Jim 

Snyderôs Displays 

Portland Orchid Society Display 
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MPOS Presidentôs Message  

It is April Fools weekend as I write this.  CCOS is host-

ing their Show and Sale at the Bonaventure in Salem. It 

is a lovely site for the event.  I hope many took the op-

portunity to 

visit and see 

(and smell) 

the many 

wonderful 

displays of 

orchids 

shared by 

society 

members 

from all 

across Ore-

gon.  Very 

impressive. Thanks to society members Jim Snyder, 

Nadine Gindhart, Patty Skaar, and Lisa Borgerson for 

contributing orchids to the MPOS display.  The theme 

was April Fools.  Rather than Jesters and Fools, Lisa 

and I went the idea of Fool’s gold (iron pyrite) and set 

up the display with a pick axe, gold pan and lots of re-

cently minted “gold” nuggets.  

A special thank you to Mike Ayres for his stimulating 

and fun program, “So you think you know orchids,” last 

month.  Our society was the trial run for his new pro-

gram, and we will attest that it is a good one.  The quiz 

he handed each of us at the beginning kept everyone 

focused and listening for the correct answers.  Gra-

ciously, Mike offered a new orchid as the prize for the 

most correct answers. We sent the orchid home with 

one of our several new members. 

If you made it to the meeting, you will know that a new 

membership program was finally put together and 

handed out. It was immediately outdated with another 

new member and careful eyes catching some er-

rors.  There is nothing like putting out something 

stamped “Final” to get everyone to carefully look and 

find all those errors. The revised edition, Version 1.01, 

will be handed out at our meeting this month and an 

electronic copy will be sent to all members as well. 

Lastly, thank you to all who are bringing in plants for the 

display table.  It was great to see more beautiful plants 

from various members the past couple of 

months.  Keep bringing in those plants you have 

worked so hard to get blooming.  We would love to 

share in your success!   Time to get some orchids re-

potted - Gregg 

What a fantastic show event this year!  We had seven 

exhibits loaded with beautiful plants.  The AOS judges 

were duly impressed as well!  On Saturday our orchids 

were awarded ribbons and the Judges nominated 14 

plants for further consideration!  I was told that this was 

the most plants taken for award consideration in a very 

long time.  Congratulations!!  Here are the special 

awards given: 

§ The Jean Cook Memorial Trophy for Best Exhibit by 

a visiting Society ~ Portland Orchid Society 

§ Best Exhibit Division A ~ Jim Snyder  

§ The David Copeland Memorial Trophy for Best 

Specimen ~ Liana Webb Masdevallia coccinea 

Alba óSnow Birdô 

§ Becky Thompson Memoria Award for Judges 

Choice ~ Tom Valente Pleione tonariro 

§ Best Cattleya Alliance Hybrid ~ Jim Snyder C. Ire-

ne Holguin óBrown Eyesô AM/AOS 

§ Besy Cymbidium Alliance Hybrid ~ Nadine G Cym. 

Vidar Harlequin 

§ Best Dendrobium Alliance Hybrid ~ Marsha Ro-

mick Dend. Super Ise 

§ Best Pleurothallid Alliance Hybrid ~ Liana Webb   

Zeiglerôs Love óSpeckled Pinkô HCC/AOS 

§ Best Oncidium Alliance Hybrid ~ Terry Aitken       

Oncidium Sunlight 

§ Best Paphiopedilum and Phragmipedium Hybrid ~ 

Susan Heuer Paph Hyrid No ID 

§ Best Phalaenopsis Alliance Hybrid ~ Nancy Helt 

Phal Hybrid no ID 

§ Best Other Hybrid , Small Flowers under 3", ~ 

Gregg Lomnicky Pleione Katmai 

§ Best Species, Small Flowers under 3", ~ Loren  

Butler  Dendrobium lindley 

§ Best Species, Large Flowers 3" & Over  ~ Sherren 

Wargnier Paphiopedilum philippinence 

 

Of the 14 plants nominated, only 1 

was given a quality award and 2 

were given horticultural awards.  

Zeigler’s Love ‘Yellow Tips’ re-

ceived an AM/AOS and Liana 

Webb received a CCM/AOS for 

the same plant.   

Thank you everyone for bringing 

your plants to the show for display. 

We couldn’t have had such a love-

ly display without you!  

~ Liana Webb 
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CCOS Orchid Show Awards 

Show and Sale Announcements  

Oregon Orchid SocietyðApril 22-23, 2017  

The Ambridge Event Center  1333 NE MLK Blvd, Port-

land, OR 97232   http://oregonorchidsociety.org/ 

Visit the website for a $3.00 off coupon! 

Maryôs Peak Orchid Society Show table 

April 2017 

Zeiglerôs Love 

óYellow Tipsô  AM/

AOS, CCM/AOS  

Owned by Liana 

Webb 

http://oregonorchidsociety.org/
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CCOS Presidentôs Message  

To stake or not to stake, that is the question. 

To some orchid growers, the thought of NOT staking 

their orchids would be almost sacrilegious! I was criti-

cized by a well meaning group of orchid experts a few 

months ago for not staking one of my multi-floral Paphi-

opedilums. I took note of this and queried one of them 

later in the day. They were quick to admit that my de-

sire to admire my long gently flowing stem of flowers 

was not “incorrect” inherently, but that was not the ex-

pectation of presenting the plant in its most opportune 

position for showing itself off. Rather than a stem of 

flowers as it might appear “in the wild”, the expectation 

was to have a plant “dressed up in its formal wear 

standing at attention”.  

Am I growing this orchid, and others, for myself, or for 

someone else? If the prime reason you are growing 

your orchid is for your own enjoyment, if the flower 

spikes grow and support their flowers naturally in a way 

that pleases you – I would suggest, let them be. I have 

noted over the years a number of threads within online 

orchid forums addressing this very issue as well. As 

you might expect, we all have our own opinion about 

whether or not we “should” or not place that bamboo 

skewer and clip. And it of course varies species to spe-

cies. 

Of course we all know that a good percentage of or-

chids are epiphytes which grow naturally with their flow-

er stems and flowers hanging downward. If you are 

blessed to have a greenhouse or other location that can 

mimic this – fantastic. Of course most of us know that 

Phalaenopsis hang in trees with their leaves and flow-

ers hanging 

down and the 

majority of us 

grow them in 

a home envi-

ronment, con-

veniently 

“stuffed” in a 

pot – “upside 

down – right-

side up” or 

vice versa.  

A number of 

times I’ve not-

ed a flower 

spike that appeared to me to need a little coaxing to 

maintain the overall plant appearance and position of 

growth. Beware! It doesn’t take much “coaxing” to snap 

the tender new spikes! They may “look” big and sturdy, 

but when bent just a little bit in the wrong location, and 

“snap” – you’re out of luck until next year - heartbroken.  

Has anyone besides me ever done this? 

Of course there ARE a number of good reasons you 

may want to stake your orchids – here are but a few: 

1)     Your orchid may have a 

flower stem/spike that is not 

capable of holding up the de-

veloping flowers. This is espe-

cially true of some hybrids. A 

stem from the smaller parent 

holding the larger flowers of 

the other parent can lead to a 

floppy spike of flowers hang-

ing down to the ground. 

2)     A relatively large flower 

spike directed horizontally 

towards a window/light ends 

up giving you an unwieldly combination of plant/

flowers that you can hardly keep on its perch without a 

really heavy counter weight of some kind. 

3)     Moving your plant to a show or other location 

away from it’s growing space may put the flowers & 

spike in a dangerous position if not protected by stak-

ing. 

Once your spikes are at least 3–4 inches long, with a 

VERY gentle urging, clip them to a stake and wait for 

them to grow even longer before attaching a second 

clip. Then you can gradually add more clips and ma-

nipulate it straight up. Sometimes the spikes will follow 

the undersides of the leaves, making it extremely diffi-

cult to move them at all. If you wait till they are much 

longer and try to stake them then they can break as 

well because at this time they have hardened and be-

come somewhat brittle. You have to start when they 

are smaller, but be very careful because the new stalk 

is tender and gradually gets much firmer as it grows.  

The spikes tend to head to the light, so you can twist 

your plant somewhat and get the spike to direct itself 

in another direction by just this simple manipulation. 

I’ve used this technique many times to come up with a 

very attractive half circle of flowers too. If your plant is 

growing its’ spike pretty much straight out towards a 

window, once it is about a 8-12 inches long or so, turn 

the pot 180 degrees. Then the spike will want to redi-

rect its efforts by heading back to the light – giving you 

a nice graceful arch up and over your plant. Make sure 

you do not change the orientation of the plant toward 

the light once the buds have started to develop. 

Changing the plant’s orientation to the light during bud 

development will cause the flowers to open up at dif-

ferent angles, making for a haphazard floral display. 

After the flowers have all opened up, feel free to orient 

the plant whichever way you’d like for display.  

~ Mike Ayres 
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Iwanagara Apple Blossom owned by Vicki 

(Nicely) Brejla  
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Events Calendar 2016 

1st Sunday   Monthly             1:00 pm   AOS - Monthly Judging  May 7, 2017 Chemawa Room   Keizer Civic Ctr. 930 

Chemawa Rd.   Keizer   OR 

2nd Wednesday monthly       6:30 pm CCOS Apr 12, 2017  Meeting  Program:  

 

Salem Heights Community Hall  3505 Liberty 

Rd.  S Salem  OR 

3rd Thursday  monthly           6:30 pm MPOS  Apr 20, 2017 Meeting Program: 

 

Seventh Day Adventist Church  3160 SW 

Western Blvd . Corvallis  OR 

1st Sunday   Monthly             1:00 pm   AOS - Monthly Judging  Jun 4, 2017 Chemawa Room   Keizer Civic Ctr. 930 

Chemawa Rd.   Keizer   OR 

The Oregon Hybrid is the official publication of the Cherry City Orchid Society and the Mary’s Peak Orchid Society and is published monthly. The 

deadline for submissions is the 24th of the previous month. All submissions are subject to editing for space, format and content. Editing and Layout:  

Liana Webb  2polarizeme@gmail.com   

For information about the societies, contact Mike Ayres (503-393-9495)  ayresmike@comcast.net  or www.cherrycityorchidsociety.org  (CCOS) or 

Gregg Lomnicky  glomnicky@comcast.net  (MPOS)  

Masdevallia            

schroederiana 

Happy New Year and Happy Growing!  We’d love to hear from you! Please send your pictures and contributions to me for publication in the 

newsletter by the 24th of the month. All pictures must be yours and have the plant name and growers name. ~ Liana 2polarizeme@gmail.com   
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